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ABSTRACT: Seeking new compact and controllable terahertz sources has
garnered enormous interest across various disciplines. In our recent preliminary
work, we have showcased the potential of an ultrathin indium tin oxide (ITO)
film as an innovative platform for generating broadband terahertz waves. In this
study, we conducted both experimental and theoretical investigations into a
two-color femtosecond-laser-driven broadband terahertz generation in an ITO
thin film. By adjusting the time delay and polarizations of the two driving pulses,
we observed that the broadband terahertz waves exhibited nearly 100%
amplitude modulation and 360° polarization angle tuning. To interpret the
controllable processes, we employed a degenerated four-wave mixing (FWM)
model. Our results indicated a correlation between the two-color interaction process and the second-order optical rectification
process at the ITO film’s surface, which either enhanced or suppressed the overall terahertz generation.
KEYWORDS: Terahertz generation, indium tin oxide film, two-color interaction, amplitude and polarization modulation,
four-wave mixing

1. INTRODUCTION
The nonlinear generation of broadband terahertz (THz) fields
with ultrafast lasers has attracted significant interest for both
fundamental research and disruptive practical applications.
Over the past three decades, various methods have been
proposed, including semiconductor-based photoconductive
antennas1−3 and surface emission,4−6 nonlinear-crystal-based
optical rectification,7,8 plasma-based wave mixing,9−12 and so
on. Research in this subject is continuously fueled to explore
new materials and generation mechanisms to achieve compact,
controllable, and versatile THz sources. Thin films, such as
spintronic films,13,14 layered transition metal dichalcoge-
nides,15,16 and graphene,17,18 have gained lots of attention
for THz generation due to their deep-subwavelength thickness,
phase-matching-free nature, and novel generation mechanisms.

Indium tin oxide (ITO) films,19,20 a widely applied
transparent conducting thin-film material, have shown excep-
tional performance in harmonic generation,21−24 refractive
index modulation,25−28 and all-optical light control.29−31 In
our recent work, we have demonstrated that the ITO thin films
possess remarkable characteristics in broadband THz gen-
eration32,33 when driven by one-color femtosecond laser
pulses, which is attributed to the surface second-order optical
rectification (SSOR) effect. The unique property of natural
epsilon-near-zero (ENZ) properties exhibited by ITO films
leads to a substantial enhancement of terahertz emission.
However, in one single laser pumping configuration, one
limitation is that THz generation in ITO thin film is mainly

achievable through oblique incidence due to the centrosym-
metric surfaces of ITO. To overcome the limitations imposed
from centrosymmetric surfaces, a promising alternative is the
use of multicolor driving pulses based on third-order optical
nonlinearity.34 In this context, more available pump fields can
interact within the ITO film even under normal incidence,
where various compositions of pump field components can
contribute to THz polarizations through corresponding
susceptibility tensor elements. Consequently, it is expected
that THz generation could be remarkably sensitive to the
driving laser pulses.

In this work, we focus on investigating THz generation in
ITO thin films using two-color ultrafast laser pulses. The pump
laser pulses consist of a fundamental-wave (FW) pulse at 1400
nm and a second-harmonic (SH) pulse at 700 nm. By precisely
tuning the pumping laser fields and controlling the time delay
between the FW and SH pulses, we achieved controllable THz
generation. Under colinearly polarized normal pumps, we
observed nearly 100% amplitude modulation of generated THz
waves. Furthermore, we discovered that under cocircularly
polarized normal pumps, the generated THz waves exhibit a
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360° polarization rotation. It is worth emphasizing that the
abovementioned manipulation can be achieved by operating

the time delay in a subfemtosecond resolution. To explain our
experimental observations, we employed a degenerated four-

Figure 1. Schematic of the two-color interaction setup for measuring the time-resolved tunable THz generation and polarization manipulation in
the ultrathin ITO film. The optical components are described as the 100 μm-thick β-barium borate (BBO) is used to generate SH beam; the
dichroic mirrors (DM1, DM2) are used to separate and recombine the FW and SH beams; the neutral density filters (NDFs) and half-wave plates
(HWPs) are used to control the intensity and polarization of the FW and SH beams, respectively; the quarter-wave plate is used to convert the
pump beams from linearly polarized to circularly polarized; the optical wedge pairs (OWPs) are used to finely control the optical path difference
between the FW and SH beams; two parabolic mirrors (PM1, PM2) are used to collimate and focus the generated THz waves, and the two THz
wire-grid linear polarizers (P1, P2) are used to analyze the polarization states of the generated THz waves.

Figure 2. Time-resolved tunable THz generation via two-color interaction under normal pump. (a) Measured time-resolved phase curves of the
generated THz peak amplitude versus Δt, where Δt is transformed from the relative optical path by Δt = Δl/c. (b) Zoomed-in view of the time-
resolved phase curve in the orange dashed box in panel (a). (c) Measured THz temporal traces at the positive (red) and negative (blue) extrema in
panel (b). (d) Measured power dependences of the THz peak amplitude on the FW power with a fixed SH power of 2 mW (blue dot), and on the
SH power with a fixed FW power of 20 mW (red dot), respectively.
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wave mixing (FWM) model, which provided a comprehensive
understanding of THz generation and modulation processes.
Our present work paves the way for exploring ultrafast
nonlinear THz generation processes in ITO films and holds
great promise for the development of compact and controllable
THz sources.

2. EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
The key to the two-color interaction lies in ensuring precise
temporal synchronization of the two pump pulses and their
perfect overlap within the ITO material. Additionally, to fully
harness the multidimensional control potential granted by the
third-order nonlinear process, we needed independent control
over the amplitudes, polarizations, and relative phase of the
FW and SH pulses. To achieve these, we constructed a two-
color THz time-domain spectroscopy system, as schematically
illustrated in Figure 1. The pump laser used to drive the whole
setup was from a Ti:Sapphire femtosecond laser amplifier with
800 nm central wavelength, ∼35 fs pulse duration, and 1.0 kHz
repetition rate. This laser was split into two parts. One was
dedicated to powering an optical parameter amplifier (OPA)
to generate an FW pulse at 1400 nm. The other was utilized for
time-domain electro-optical sampling in a 1 mm-thick, 110-cut
ZnTe crystal to detect THz pulse. To establish the two-color
interaction environment required for our experiment, the FW
pulse initially traversed a 100 μm-thick β-barium borate (BBO)
crystal to generate the SH pulse at 700 nm. Subsequently, a
dichroic mirror (DM1) was employed to separately transmit
and reflect the output FW and SH pulses. Prior to their
recombination using another dichroic mirror (DM2), the SH
pulse passed through a quartz optical wedge pair (OWP) with
a wedge angle of 1.6656° and a refractive index of n = 1.4553.
By laterally adjusting their relative position using a motorized
translation stage, the time delay of SH pulse can be precisely
controlled with the resolution of 0.13 fs, corresponding to a
phase shift of 20.22°. The power and linear polarization states
of the FW and SH pulses were independently controlled by
neutral density filters (NDFs) and broadband half-wave plates
(HWPs) positioned along their respective paths. Finally, the
FW and SH pulses were loosely focused onto the sample, i.e., a
23 nm-thick ITO film coated on a 0.7 mm-thick float glass
substrate, from the backside using a lens with a 75 mm focal
length. The residual pumps were filtered out using a piece of
paper. The generated THz pulse was successively collimated
and focused by two parabolic mirrors (PM1, PM2) onto the
ZnTe crystal for field extraction. Two wire-grid linear
polarizers (P1 and P2) were inserted between PM1 and
PM2 for analyzing the polarization states of the generated THz
pulse.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
3.1. Two-Color THz Generation and Amplitude

Modulation. The two pump beams were both set x-polarized
and normal incidence with approximately 20 mW of FW pulse
and 2 mW of SH pulse. After carefully overlapping them at the
ITO film, we unidirectionally scanned the time delay of the SH
pulse using OWP. Consequently, the timely resolved THz
generation was observed in the range of 486 fs, as shown in
Figure 2a, where the peak amplitudes of the generated THz
pulses were plotted. Figure 2b illustrates a zoomed-in view of
the data in the orange dashed box in Figure 2a, exhibiting a
cosine-like modulation with a period of 2.33 fs, which is

precisely aligned with the SH frequency. The modulation
depth of the THz amplitude, defined as (|Amax| − |Amin|)/|Amax|,
approaches 100%, which can be achieved in just a 0.58 fs time
delay. Figure 2c plots two particular temporal traces of the
generated THz pulses corresponding to the positive and
negative extrema in Figure 2b, clearly demonstrating opposite
polarities. Additionally, the THz pulses at each time delay were
analyzed to be linearly polarized along the x direction among
the whole THz frequency spectrum. Notably, these results
indicate a robust manner for the continuous amplitude
modulation and binaural phase manipulation of the generated
THz pulses, holding its great promise in applications of directly
generating various structural THz beams. More remarkably, as
the counterpart in second-order nonlinear process, integrating
artificially engineered resonators with ITO film could
significantly boost the interacted pump fields and thereby
further unleash the potential of third-order nonlinear processes
for efficient THz generation and modulation.35

In our measurements, we also investigated the relationships
between the THz amplitude and the powers of the FW and SH
pulses. Figure 2d presents two sets of experimental results
displaying distinct increasing trends. For the FW power
dependency, we kept the SH power constant at 2 mW while
varying the FW power from 1 to 20 mW. The peak THz
amplitudes, represented by blue solid circles in Figure 2d,
exhibited a linear dependence on the FW power. On the other
hand, when we kept the FW power fixed at 20 mW and varied
the SH power from 0.05 to 2 mW, the variations in peak THz
amplitudes, shown as red data points in Figure 2d, followed a
square-root dependence on the SH power.

It is important to note that no THz signal was observed in
the absence of the ITO film or of either the FW or SH pulses.
Though there were oblique wavevector components under
normal pump when using focused FW pulse, the correspond-
ing THz generations by SSOR process will be self-canceled in
our measuring configuration since the wavevector components
of the focused pulse had a conical symmetry with respect to
the optical axis. Even in the imperfect case of an asymmetric
focusing pump or ITO film with slightly broken centrosym-
metry, the SSOR contribution should not be serious in our
case since the numerical aperture of the selected lens was
∼0.17, which only provided small oblique wavevector
components. During the measurements, we used relatively
low two-color pump power, which did not exceed 22 mW. The
illuminated region on the ITO sample had a radius of
approximately 200 μm, corresponding to a peak optical power
of 3.8 × 1011 W/cm2. Importantly, we did not observe any
optical damage or photoionization under these pump
conditions. The excitation primarily involved intraband
transitions within the conduction band of ITO due to the
below bandgap pump photon energy, resulting in an
unchanged free electron density within the ITO material.

Upon reviewing the aforementioned experimental results, we
found that the oscillations of THz amplitude at the SH carrier
frequency as well as the linear and square-root dependence of
THz amplitude on FW and SH power, can both be effectively
explained by an FWM model, which is described by a third-
order nonlinear polarization equation:

* *

+

P t E t E t E t

i

( ) (2 , , ) ( ) ( ) ( )

exp( ) c.c.

p pmnq m n qTHz,
(3)

2 , , ,

(1)
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where PTHz,p is the nonlinear polarization; χ(3) is the third-
order nonlinear susceptibility; Eω(t) and E2ω(t) are the
temporal envelopes of FW and SH pulses with angular
frequencies of ω and 2ω, respectively. The THz frequencies
can be obtained either by (2ω − ω − ω) or by (ω + ω − 2ω)
processes; Δφ is the relative phase difference between the FW
and SH pulses; the subscripts p, m, n and q∈{x, y, z} represent
the polarization states of THz, SH, and two FW pulses,
respectively; c.c. represents the complex conjugate. In our case,
Δφ = 2ωΔt with Δt being the time delay between the FW and
SH pulses with respect to the SH pulse. In this context, the
distinct power dependence can be attributed to the second-
and first-order power relationships between the overall THz
polarization and FW and SH electric fields, while the cosine-
like curve of the THz amplitudes originated from the
successively varying Δφ.

To give an intuitive insight of the FWM process in ITO, the
coupled-wave equation is carefully calculated using measured
refractive and absorption properties of the ITO film. By simply
considering the ITO as a bulk material with infinite thickness
and maintained material property, it is found that the
amplitude of the generated THz wave reaches its maximum
at a 213 nm propagation length, which is much larger than the
applied film thickness here. Additionally, we measured the
THz power using a Golay detector under a total pump power
of 22 mW, which was ∼24 pW. This gives us a nonlinear
conversion efficiency of η = 1.1 × 10−9. By substituting it into a
simplified coupled-wave equation, the effective χ(3) is estimated
to be ∼ (6.44 + 6.85i) × 10−19 m2V−2, which is comparable to
previously reported values of other third-order nonlinear
processes.19 More detailed information is referred to in
Supporting Information Note 1.

Driven by curiosity regarding the coexistence of one-color
and two-color interactions, we further studied the THz

generation behaviors under oblique incidence. As shown in
Figure 3a, the time-resolved THz peak amplitude measured
under 40° p-polarized pumps features a vertical offset as
compared with that in Figure 2a, around which the THz peak
amplitudes also oscillate with the period of 2.33 fs. In this
setup, the FW and SH powers remain consistent with those
used in Figure 2a. The ultrafast oscillation-type modulation
and the vertical offset are intuitively attributed to the FWM
contribution and the SSOR contribution by the FW pulse and
ITO, respectively, as no THz signal is observed under the sole
SH pump. Figure 3b shows the THz temporal traces measured
at the maximum (red) and minimum (blue) of the curve
envelope in Figure 3a, displaying constructive enhancement
(SSOR + |FWM|) and destructive suppression (SSOR − |
FMW|) relationships between the SSOR and FWM contribu-
tions, respectively. Intriguingly, the addition of just 2 mW of
the SH pump (1/10 of the FW power) results in a maximum
amplitude modulation of the THz generation by 77.4%,
defined as ΔA/Amax in Figure 3b. Based on these results, the
THz temporal trace from the net SSOR (orange) and FWM
contributions (purple) are extracted. Figure 3c illustrates the
Fourier-transformed intensity spectra of these temporal traces,
where the bandwidths above the noise level are all around 2.3
THz. Since FWM possesses more frequency mixing combina-
tions, the peak THz frequency of FWM is higher than that of
SSOR. The measured bandwidths are mainly limited by the
phonon absorption effect of the ZnTe crystal. By applying a 0.3
mm-thick GaP crystal as a detector, the broader bandwidth is
measured (see Supporting Information, Figure S3).

Figure 3d illustrates the measured power dependences of the
THz peak amplitudes on the FW power under p-polarized
normal and oblique pumping conditions. Notably, THz
generation solely via SSOR under normal FW pumping
(blue star) remains at the noise level since the second order

Figure 3. Comparison of the THz generations under normal and oblique two-color pumps. (a) Measured time-resolved phase curve of the
generated THz peak amplitude versus Δt under a 40° two-color pump. The vertical offset is due to the SOR contribution from the FW pump. (b)
Measured THz temporal traces recorded at the maximum (red) and minimum (blue) of the phase curve envelope in panel (a). The orange one is
the measured temporal trace under 40° pump of sole FW. The purple one is the extracted THz generation contributed from the sole FWM process.
(c) Fourier-transformed intensity spectra of the temporal traces in panel (b). (d) Measured power dependences of the THz peak amplitudes
induced by the FWM and SOR effects on the FW power under different pump conditions depicted in the inset table.
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nonlinearity is inhibited. Furthermore, the THz generations via
SSOR contribution under one-color (FW, orange star) and
two-color (red star) oblique pumping conditions exhibit nearly
identical amplitudes, confirming that the SH pulse does not
participate in the SSOR process. In another aspect, the THz
generations via FWM contribution under two-color oblique
pumping conditions (red dot) are also slightly smaller than
those under normal pumping conditions (blue dot). This is
intriguing since the FW wavelength is around the ENZ
wavelength of the ITO film, suggesting the ENZ effect should
enhance the normal FW field component in ITO under
oblique pumping, thereby expecting an enhancement in THz
generation.

To interpret this behavior, a detailed theoretical model
involving numerical simulation, FWM equations, field
integration, and multiple-beam interference is carried out,
where the refractive and absorption properties of the ITO film
are considered as unchanged upon femtosecond laser pump.
The results show that the THz generation by FWM under a
40° p-polarized oblique pump can only bring a 19%
enhancement compared to that under normal incidence. This
enhancement is not that obvious and can be primarily
attributed to two factors: One is the loss of the ITO film in
the ENZ region, which makes the normal component of the
FW field acquire only a small enhancement (∼1.3 times to the
tangential component at 1400 nm). The other is the tensor
nature of the third-order susceptibility, which results in the
generation of both tangential and normal THz field
components inside the ITO film with a phase difference.
However, only the field component that matches the free-space
propagation mode can radiate toward the far field. Therefore,
the energy of the generated THz fields cannot be fully
detected. More detailed information can be found in
Supporting Information Note 2. To speculate on the possible

reason for the measured results here, another effect might be
introduced, i.e., the hot-electron effect, since the applied
pumps were femtosecond laser pulses with large peak
intensities. This would induce a red shift of the ITO plasma
frequency due to the increased effective mass of the hot
electrons, which pushed the ENZ wavelength away from the
driven wavelength. This can lead to a further reduction of the
field enhancement, which may cause a suppression of THz
generation when taking the changed material property of the
ITO film into account, just like the experimental observation
here. This can be indicated by the measured results at higher
pump power, where the suppression of THz generation under
oblique pump becomes more pronounced in Figure 3d.
3.2. THz Polarization Manipulation. Two-color inter-

action is not only demonstrated to flexibly tune the THz
amplitude but also holds the potential for controlling the THz
polarization through designing the pump polarizations and
tuning it with Δt, as suggested by eq 1. Since the ITO film
utilized in this study is amorphous and can be treated as a
homogeneous and isotropic medium, the third-order nonlinear
susceptibility χpmnq(3) in eq 1 is actually a fourth-order tensor with
21 nonzero elements. Under normal pumping conditions, it is
simplified to eight effective elements:

= = = =

= = = =

, ,

,

xxxx yyyy xxyy yyxx

xyxy yxyx xyyx yxxy

(3) (3)
1

(3) (3)
2

(3) (3)
3

(3) (3)
4 (2)

where χ1 = χ2 + χ3 + χ4. In our case, the measured results show
χ2 ≈ 0 (see Supporting Information, Figure S6). Nevertheless,
the other elements still provide additional degrees of freedom
for manipulating the THz polarization. Here, we consider a
particular scenario of circularly polarized (CP) FW and SH
pumps:

Figure 4. Time-resolved THz linear polarization control under normal LCP FW and SH pump. (a) Measured temporal traces at each time delay,
where the color represents the polarization angle and the color saturation represents the magnitude of the THz electric. For clarity, higher
transparency has been applied to the oscillations away from the main pulse. (b−d) Measured time-resolved amplitudes of the generated x-
component (red dots) and y-component (blue dots) THz fields versus Δt at 0.5 (a), 1.0 (b), and 1.5 THz (c), respectively. The red and blue lines
are the corresponding fitted results. (e) Measured phase differences between the y- and x-component THz fields versus Δt.
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= · + · +

= [ + ]· + · +

t
A

E t i t i

t
B

E t i t i

E x y

E x y

( )
2

( ) exp( ) ( ) c.c.

( )
2

( ) exp (2 ) ( ) c.c.2 2 2

(3)

where Eω and E2ω are the complex amplitudes of CP FW and
SH fields with A and B being their amplitudes, σω = ± 1 and
σ2ω = ± 1 represent their CP handedness with +1 and −1
denoting right-handed CP (RCP) and left-handed CP (LCP),
respectively, and x̂ and y ̂ are unit vectors. The THz
polarization can then be calculated by substituting the above
equations into eq 1:
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Equation 4 reveals that when σω = σ2ω, the THz
polarizations along the x and y directions oscillate with equal
amplitudes as Δφ changes. On the other hand, when σω =
−σ2ω, the THz polarization will vanish. It should be noticed
that the additional imaginary symbol i in the y component
signifies that the y-polarized THz component oscillates ahead
(σω = σ2ω = −1) or lags behind (σω = σ2ω = 1) the x-polarized
component by 90°. Namely, the generated THz field is linearly
polarized, and its orientation angle can be arbitrarily and
ultrafinely controlled by changing Δφ (i.e., Δt) while overall
amplitude remains constant.

To verify the above derivation, THz generation under
circularly polarized FW and SH pumps was experimentally
investigated. In experiments, a broadband quarter-wave plate
(QWP) was inserted into the combined beam after DM2, as
illustrated in Figure 1. The FW and SH pulses were initially set
as RCP (σω = σ2ω = 1) by adjusting the HWPs and QWPs. In
this case, Equation 4 can be simplified to

= * [ · + · ]P
A B

E t E t x y
2

( ) ( ) cos( ) sin( )THz

2

0 1 2
2

(5)

which represents a counterclockwise rotation of the THz
polarization. Here, the full polarization information on the
generated THz waves at different Δt was resolved by extracting
two orthogonally and linearly polarized components of them
using P1 and P2. This was achieved by fixing the transmission
axis of P1 along the z direction while altering that of P2 to
either +45° or −45° (see Figure 1). In each measurement, 20
temporal traces of THz signals were recorded and averaged.
Figure 4a visually exhibits the measured synthetic time-domain
THz electric field traces at different Δt values, where the color
indicates the polarization angle, the color saturation represents
the field magnitude, and the blue arrow denotes the direction
of the THz wave vector. The THz field maintains a linearly
polarized feature and rotates 360° along the z direction within
a variation period of 2.33 fs. The presented rotation direction
of the THz polarization in Figure 4a is clockwise since the THz
polarization is analyzed after PM1, where the reflection
reverses the rotation direction. Namely, the actual rotation
direction after the ITO film is counterclockwise, which is in
agreement with eq 5.

Through coordinate transformation and Fourier trans-
formation, the polarization states of the generated THz
waves were also analyzed in the frequency domain. Figure 4b
shows the measured time-resolved amplitudes of the x-
component (red dots) and y-component (blue dots) THz
fields at 0.5 THz as a function of Δt. The results are fitted
separately using Ex = Axcos(Δφ + φ0,x) (red line) and Ey =
Aysin(Δφ + φ0,y) (blue line) according to eq 5, where Δφ0,x
and Δφ0,y are the initial phases. The fitted amplitude ratio and
initial phase difference, denoted as r0.5 THz = Ax/Ay = 0.77 and
Δφ0.5 THz = φ0,y − φ0,x = 164.5°, exhibit a small deviation from
the theoretical values of A0.5 THz = 1 and Δφ0.5 THz = 180°. The
amplitude deviation may be caused by the imperfect RCP
states of the FW and SH pulses, while the phase deviation may
be caused by the slight discrepancy in the scanning origins of
Δφ at different P2 orientations. Figure 4c,d shows the
corresponding measured results at 1.0 and 1.5 THz, revealing
similar behaviors. Here, the frequency-dependent phase delays
at three frequencies have been ignored. Figure 4e shows that
the phase differences between the x- and y-component THz
fields at the abovementioned three frequencies almost switch
between 0 and π, further indicating the generated broadband
THz waves are well linearly polarized. Furthermore, we
conducted experiments involving three other circularly
polarized combinations of FW and SH pulses (Supporting
Information and Figure S7). The results show that the
maximum amplitudes of the generated THz waves when FW
and SH pulses are cocircularly polarized are much larger than
those observed when FW and SH are cross-circularly polarized.
The unexpected nonzero THz generation under cross-
circularly polarized FW and SH pumps can be attributed to
the imperfect circular polarization states of pulses and the
inhomogeneity of the ITO film.

In addition to the individual THz amplitude and polarization
manipulations, synchronized control of them can also be
achieved by simply selecting the specific FW and SH
polarization combination. Our calculations indicated that in
the case of elliptically polarized FW and SH pumps the
generated THz fields remained linearly polarized. The overall
amplitude and polarization angle of THz fields varies with Δt,
and the field trajectory forms an ellipse. The shape and
rotation direction of this ellipse were determined by the phase
differences (θ and γ) between the x- and y-polarized
components of FW and SH pulses, respectively (see
Supporting Information Note 3).

4. CONCLUSIONS
We have successfully demonstrated an advanced method for
all-optical time-resolved amplitude and polarization control in
broadband THz generation using an ITO thin film. Our
experiments utilized a 23 nm-thick ITO film and employed a
two-color interaction process, which can be effectively
explained using a degenerate FWM model. Our results have
shown remarkable achievements in controllable THz gen-
eration. Under normal pumps, we achieved an impressive
modulation of nearly 100% in THz amplitude thanks to the
sole contribution of the FWM process. In addition, we
successfully demonstrated a full angle polarization rotation of
the generated THz pulse. By irradiating the ITO film with
cocircularly polarized FW and SH pumps, we were able to
achieve a complete 360° rotation of the THz polarization.
Importantly, these modulations were achieved within a
subfemtosecond time delay between the FW and SH pulses.
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Under oblique pumps, both SSOR and FWM processes
contribute to THz generation in a simple interference manner.
However, the measured results here show that the ENZ effect
does not give an enhanced THz generation by FWM, which
may result from the finite field enhancement related to the loss
and hot-electron-induced redshift of plasma frequency in the
ITO film. Our findings, rooted in the intricacies of the two-
color interaction process, hold great promise for a wide range
of applications requiring ultrafast terahertz amplitude and
polarization modulations, for example, THz communication
and sensing, where even a femtosecond adjustment in the time
delay can induce substantial modulation capabilities.
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