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Microbial diversity should be protected, just like threatened animals and plants, scientists argue.
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ON THE COVER

Newly hatched birds explore 
a 73-million-year-old Arctic 
environment. Modern birds 
breed in the Arctic to take 
advantage of abundant 
seasonal resources, but the 
evolutionary origins of this 
behavior remain elusive. 
Exceptional new fossils from 
northern Alaska reveal birds 
lived and nested alongside 
non-avian dinosaurs in Arctic 
Alaska long before the radia-
tion of modern birds after the 
end-Cretaceous extinction. 
See page 974. 
Illustration: Gabriel Ugueto
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