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Under White House scrutiny, National Science Foundation staff say they must walk a tightrope to uphold their principles.

IL
LU

S
T

R
A

T
IO

N
: S

T
E

P
H

A
N

 S
C

H
M

IT
Z

/F
O

LI
O

 A
R

T



1273Science 25 SEPTEMBER 2025

CONTENTS

1273

BOOKS ET AL. 

1298 The vitality of old age
An anthropologist confronts 
aging myths and rejects notions of 
elder obsolescence —M. A. Goldman

1299 Why democracies die 
and what to do next
A political scientist offers 
strategies to combat democratic 
erosion —R. B. Riedl

LETTERS 

1300 Retraction —P. T. Toi et al.

1300 Corporate tourism 
threatens protected areas 
—C. J. O’Bryan et al.

1301 Tourism puts Zanzibari 
reserve at a crossroads 
—T. Caro et al.

1301 Outside the Tower: 
Op-eds connect scientists
and communities  
—M. J. Arnett

ANALYSIS
POLICY ARTICLE

1303  What if NIH had been 
40% smaller?
Replaying history with less 
NIH funding shows widespread 
impacts on drug-linked research 
—P. Azoulay et al.

REVIEWS
REVIEW SUMMARY

1306 Medical technology
From reactive to proactive: 
Continuous protein monitoring 
for preventive health care 
—J. M. Donnelly et al.
PODCAST

RESEARCH
HIGHLIGHTS 

1307 From Science and 
other journals

RESEARCH SUMMARIES 

1310 Paleoclimate
Instability in the geological 
regulation of Earth’s climate 
—D. Hülse and A. Ridgwell

1311 Molecular biology
Dynamic U2AF cycling defines 
two phases of cotranscriptional 
pre-mRNA splicing —C. Shao et al.

1312 Biocatalysis
Diversity-oriented photobiocatalytic 
synthesis via stereoselective 
three-component radical coupling 
—C. Zhang et al.

1313 Systems biology
Dual transposon sequencing 
profiles the genetic interaction 
landscape in bacteria —J. J. Zik et al.

Science serves as a forum for discussion of important issues related to the advancement of science by publishing material on which a consensus has been reached as well as including the presentation of minority or conflicting 
points of view. Accordingly, all articles published in Science—including editorials, news, commentary, and book reviews—are signed and reflect the individual views of the authors and not official points of view adopted by AAAS 
or the institutions with which the authors are affiliated. Science (ISSN 0036-8075) is published weekly on Thursday, except last week in December, by the American Association for the Advancement of Science, 1200 New York 
Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20005. Periodicals mail postage (publication No. 484460) paid at Washington, DC, and additional mailing offices. Copyright © 2025 by the American Association for the Advancement of Science. The title 
Science is a registered trademark of the AAAS. Domestic individual membership, including subscription (12 months): $165 ($74 allocated to subscription). Domestic institutional subscription (51 issues): $2865; Foreign postage extra: 
Air assist delivery: $135. First class, airmail, student, and emeritus rates on request. Canadian rates with GST available upon request, GST #125488122. Publications Mail Agreement Number 1069624. Printed in the U.S.A. Change of 
address: Allow 4 weeks, giving old and new addresses and 8-digit account number. Postmaster: Send change of address to AAAS, P.O. Box 96178, Washington, DC 20090–6178. Single-copy sales: $15 each plus shipping and handling 
available from backissues.science.org; bulk rate on request. Authorization to reproduce material for internal or personal use under circumstances not falling within the fair use provisions of the Copyright Act can be obtained through 
the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC), www.copyright.com. The identification code for Science is 0036-8075. Science is indexed in the Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature and in several specialized indexes.

ON THE COVER

A white-fronted bee-eater 
(Merops bullockoides) 
decides whether to con-
sume a warningly colored 
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as antipredator color strate-
gies. See page 1336. 
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1291 & 1366
Termites deposit soil on unwanted Pseudoxylaria fungus to prevent 

it overtaking their Termitomyces fungus crop (white dots). 
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