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The plumage of a McConnell’s 
flycatcher can suggest its age—one clue 

to the health of its population.
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This composite image of the 
interacting galaxies VV 340 
shows x-rays in purple and 
different optical wavelengths 
in red, green, and blue. 
Bright points with diffraction 
spikes are foreground stars. 
Multiwavelength observa-
tions of the edge-on spiral 
galaxy VV 340a (top) show 
that it hosts a wobbling 
galactic-scale jet of plasma, 
launched by a supermassive 
black hole. This jet drives 
an outflow of gas from the 
galaxy, affecting the gas 
reservoir from which stars 
form. See page 911.
Photo: NASA, CXC, IfA, NRAO, 
STScI, D. Sanders, and A. Evans
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