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A view from inside a Varda Space Industries capsule, designed to process drugs in orbit, as it returned home in May 2025.
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RNA
Generative AI rivals human experts 

at RNA design    pp. 859 & 931
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Making drugs in space, the 
man who fed India, and 

what narwhals can teach us 
about changing seas

Each diagram is a designed 
RNA pseudoknot, a structure 
in which loops pair with 
distant parts of the same 
molecule. On the citizen 
science platform Eterna, arti-
ficial intelligence methods 
matched expert human play-
ers at inventing sequences 
that fold into these shapes, 
opening a route to auto-
matically designing RNA 
therapeutics, sensors, and 
catalysts from scratch. See 
pages 859 and 931. 
Image: J. Townley et al., 
Science 393, 931 (2026); 
Adapted by N. Jessup/
Science

880
Geckos such as the Australian knob-

tailed gecko (Nephrurus levis) display 
remarkable sex chromosome variation.
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