
1059Science 10 SEPTEMBER 2026

CONTENTS

1067 NCI director counters 
gloomy forecast for cancer 
institute
Anthony Letai says NCI is funding 
more science than ever. 
But is he “walking a tightrope”? 
—J. Kaiser

1069 Scientists question U.S. 
Forest Service’s rationale for 
rescinding ‘roadless rule’
Trump administration officials argue 
the change is necessary to reduce 
wildfire risk in national forests 
—W. Cornwall

1070 Clues to immune havoc 
in the brain
Study in mice strengthens T cells’ 
ties to neurodegenerative conditions 
like Alzheimer’s —J. E. Smith

FEATURES

1072 High culture
How psychoactive substances 
helped spur Andean civilization 
—A. Lawler PODCAST

EDITORIAL
1063 China’s ultimate 
orchestration—integrating 
the science 
—D. Wang   

NEWS
1064 China maps the deep 
scars of its geological past
Early results from the $1 billion 
SinoProbe II project hint at how 
continental fragments assemble 
and evolve —R. Stone

1066 NSF looks for 
technology fi xes to 
ease water crisis along 
Colorado River
$100 million program to ensure 
water for industry overlooks 
shortage’s root causes, critics 
say —J. Mervis

COMMENTARY
PERSPECTIVES 

1078 How the hunt for 
human retroviruses led to the 
discovery of interleukin-2 
and a path to immunotherapy
Fifty years ago, research into human 
retroviruses yielded unexpected 
findings —R. Ahmed and 
S. Rosenberg

1080 Catching a glimpse of 
complex relaxation
A theoretical phase transition is 
finally experimentally observed in 
a material —Y. Joglekar
RESEARCH ARTICLE p. 1152

1081 Platinum chemotherapy 
ages the liver
Platinum-based drugs cause 
mutations and liver aging 
in children treated for cancer 
—S. A. Vasudevan and 
D. W. Parsons
RESEARCH SUMMARY p. 1100

1082 Decondensing 
cancer immunotherapy
A checkpoint inhibitor
 may switch off T cells in 
a surprising way 
—A. K. Chakraborty
RESEARCH ARTICLE p. 1145

POLICY FORUM 

1084 An agenda for 
implementation science 
in education
A persistent global learning 
crisis calls for studying the 
implementation of “what works” 
at scale —N. Angrist et al. 
PODCAST

BOOKS ET AL. 

1088 Save the bogs, 
for peat’s sake
Peatlands are rich ecosystems 
and critical carbon sinks—thanks 
to climate change, they are 
drying up —S. Boon

10 SEPTEMBER 2026 | VOLUME 393 | ISSUE 6816

1072

P
H

O
TO

: U
LA

N
/P

O
O

L/
LA

T
IN

 A
M

E
R

IC
A

 N
E

W
S

 A
G

E
N

C
Y

 V
IA

 R
E

U
T

E
R

S
 C

O
N

N
EC

T

The Andean site of Chavín de Huántar hosted drug rituals 3000 years ago.
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Psychoactive substances 
helped spur Andean 

civilization, and breaking 
barriers to education

This illustration depicts 
molecular events in rotavirus 
cell entry. Cryo–electron 
tomography reveals how 
a nonenveloped virus can 
penetrate a cell membrane 
to infect the host. A virus 
particle attaches to the cell 
surface, spike-like attach-
ment proteins insert into 
the membrane, and inserted 
spikes wrap the membrane 
into a vesicle. The outer 
protein layer of the virus 
dissociates, and the major 
outer-layer protein assem-
bles into a pore, allowing the 
infectious viral core particle 
to escape into the cytosol. 
See page 1128.
Illustration: A. Fisher/
Science; Data: M. de Sautu et 
al., Science 393, 1128 (2026)
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Measures of cambium cell production, from wood cores, suggest that warming 
may produce lower conifer wood growth, even with a longer growing season.
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