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MMX will land on Phobos twice, 
sampling the Manhattan-size 

moon’s varied terrains.
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A moon heist, 
lava fountains, and 

predicting doomsday

Researchers address the 
settlement of Hawaiʻi and 
Rapa Nui—by way of the 
Mangareva Islands—and 
the resulting concentration 
of certain alleles in those 
populations. The hourglass 
shape of the seamount and 
volcano represents this 
genetic bottleneck, and the 
stars compose the constella-
tion Scorpio, which voyagers 
recognized as Mānaiakalani 
or Māui’s hook. The back-
ground emulates the art form 
of hand-stamped bark cloth, 
known as kapa in Hawaiʻi. 
See page 216.
Illustration: Oliver Uberti
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For more than a year, 
Hawaiʻi’s Kīlauea 
volcano has pulsed 
with powerful—
and forecastable—
lava fountaining.
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